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Inside this issue:  

Dr. Grieco, Professor of Chemistry, MSU, generously 

established the Beef Lectureship Series and Dr. Ted 

Schroeder from Kansas State University was the first 

recipient of this award. 

 

Dr. Schroederôs lecture was 

entitled ñBeef Industry and 

Consumer Demand: Pre-

scription for Prosperity.ò 

Special Thank You to Dr. Paul 
Grieco  

Drs. Ted Schroeder and Paul 

Grieco at the 2009 Montana 

Nutrition Conference.   

Within a year and half, the Animal and Range Sciences Department will move into the new Animal Bio-

science Building, thanks to the generous support of individuals, groups, corporations and two appropria-

tions from the Montana Legislature.  The second appropriation is pending the Governorôs approval.   

While we look to the future, I thought we should review the Departmentôs past.  The history of the Ani-

mal and Range Sciences Department is almost as old as Montana State University, which began in 1893.  

In 1898, Robert S. Shaw served as the first professor of agriculture and instructor in dairy husbandry.  

F.B. Linfield, for whom Linfield Hall was named, was a professor of animal husbandry (dairy) from 

1902-1903 before he became Director of the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station.  The Animal Husbandry Department 

was formed in 1929 and headed by Louis Vinke until 1932 when he was replaced by D.W. 

Chittenden.  That year, John A. Nelson was named head of the new Dairy Industry Depart-

ment.  R.T Clark became head of the Animal Husbandry Department in 1937, serving until 

1946 when Fred S. Willson became Department head.  Range Management was added to the 

Department that year, and the Department was named the Department of Animal Industry 

and Range Management.  At the same time, a Department of Poultry Science was added to 

the College of Agriculture.  In 1960 the Departments of Dairy Science, Poultry Science, and 

Animal Industry and Range Management were combined into the Animal and Range Sci-

ences Department.  Fred S. Willson continued as head of this combined Department until 

1966.  Dr. Robert L. Blackwell was head of the Department from 1966 to 1980.  Dr. Art 

Linton was head of the Department from 1980 to 1990.  The Department has had a series of 

interim and permanent Department heads since 1990.   

In the fall of 2007, I formed an Animal and  Range Sciences Advisory Committee to provide advice and help guide the entire 

Department (Beef, Sheep, Equine, Range/Natural Resources) into the future.   Current members are Diana Alkire (Bozeman), 

Kurt Alt (Bozeman), Taylor Brown (Billings), Dewey Emmett (Columbus), Jim Hagenbarth (Dillon), Bob Hanson (White Sul-

fur Springs), John Helle (Dillon), Dave Kelsey (Molt), Barbara Landgraf-Gibbons (Dillon), Bob Lee (Judith Gap), Betty Samp-

sel (Stanford), Vinita Shea (Lewistown), Carol Sparks (Plevna), Keith Stevenson (Hobson), Turk Stovall (Huntley) and Randy 

Tunby (Baker).  Besides providing advice, these individuals are also our eyes and ears throughout Montana.  Our next meeting 

will be in early June.  Contact one of them if you would like to provide feedback about our Department.  More directly I have 

an open-door policy and encourage you to visit the Department and myself.  I can be reached at 406-994-3721 or by Email at 

bolson@montana.edu. 

Mike Frisinaôs ARNR 438 Field Trip 

(see pg. 4).  (Margaret Frisina photo) 
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Dr. Rodney Kott Awarded Prestigious American Sheep Industry 
Flock Guardian Award  

Outstanding U.S. sheep industry members were honored for their contributions at an 

awards luncheon on January 23, 2009 at the American Sheep Industry Association 

(ASI)/National Lamb Feeders Association (NLFA) Convention in San Diego, Califor-

nia.  Dr. Rodney Kott, Professor of Animal Sciences and Sheep Extension Specialist 

was awarded the ASI Flock Guardian Award for his almost 30 years of implementing 

sheep and wool educational programs.  In many instances, Dr. Kott has been the stan-

dard bearer in establishing extension programs that are timely, relevant and of high 

value to sheep producers and the agricultural community.  Dr. Kott reinvigorated the 

Montana wool pools so that they may participate in a global market, participated in a 

national committee which developed the National Sheep Improvement Program, de-

veloped and continues to oversee the Montana Sheep Institute, and emphasizes the use 

of sheep to control large infestations of non-native, invasive weeds in Montana, among other current issues related 

to the sheep industry. 

 

The Flock Guardian Award recognizes outstanding management of resources to enhance flock management.  The 

award may be given to a producer or industry professional who works directly with producers and who has 

adapted innovative management techniques with positive benefits in the areas of graz-

ing, controlling predators, or managing watersheds.  Nominees should be dedicated to 

resource management and committed to teaching sheep producers new techniques of 

management to preserve resources or improve flock management. 

 

One of his nominators, Dr. Douglas Steele, Vice Provost and Director of  Montana 

State University Extension, said Dr. Kott has the unique ability to take research-based 

knowledge and put it to practical use for sheep producers in Montana and the West. 

Dr. Rodney Kott accepting his 

award from Burdell Johnson, 

ASI Past President 

Other News  

Dr. Jim Berardinelli was appointed to serve on the peer-review panel for the USDA-CSREES Agri-

culture & Food Research Initiative (AFRI) Animal Reproduction Program. 

Dr. Jane Ann Boles was elected secretary of the Muscle Foods Division of the Institute of Food 

Technologists (IFT) in association with The Society of Food Science & Technology. 

Thomas Bass, Extension Livestock Environmental Associate Specialist, was elected to office in the 

Montana State Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS).  Tommy will serve as 

President-elect for a two year term, and then assume the presidency for 2011 and 2012.  As presi-

dent elect, he will be the Montana delegate at the annual international meeting of SWCS this sum-

mer.  Tommy is also serving on the planning committee for that conference and will be co-hosting a 

sustainable agriculture symposium. 

Rachel Frost, Range Research Scientist & Extension Associate, is the Chair-elect of the newly 

formed Targeted Grazing Committee for the Society for Range Management.   
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The Montana Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) Program  

The BQA program and Beef Magazine co-hosted the 2009 Beef Study Tour focusing on beef cattle production systems in west-

central Brazil.  The Montana participants were J.O. Miller and Diana Scollard, Absarokee; Bill Pelton, Billings; Sig Pugrud, 

Winnett; Eric and Lea Moore, Miles City and MSU student Cari Giem of Three Forks. 

 

Clint Peck, Billings, director of BQA in Montana hosted the tour ï his ninth such trip in the 

past 10 years.  ñIn todayôs global marketplace cattlemen need to know what the competition 

is up to and how theyôre doing it,ò said Peck. ñWe developed an itinerary designed to give 

beef producers around the U.S. the best possible look at Brazilôs beef production systems to 

assess their strengths and weaknesses as competitors in international markets.ò 

 

Peck and travel coordinator Renata Stephens of Brazilian Liaison (www.brazilianliaison.com) 

led the tour January 15-26, 2009.  Stephens is a Brazilian native with extensive experience in 

South American excursions. 

 

With the worldôs largest beef herd ï about 190 million total cattle ï Brazil leads global beef 

exports.  But interestingly, the U.S. with 96 million head of total cattle, is the global leader in beef production ï out-distancing 

Brazil by about 50% annually.  The difference is productivity.  For example, age at first conception in Brazil is 20-24 months 

compared with the U.S. at about 14-16 months.  The average harvest age in Brazil is 40-42 months with a 53% dressing rate, 

compared with 18-20 months and 63% in the U.S. 

 

Brazilôs beef herd is 85% Nelore genetics ï a zebu-type Bos indicus breed.  This white-hided breed can survive the heat, solar 

intensity, humidity and parasites typical of tropical environments. 

 

Tour highlights included a two-night stay at a working family ranching operation- Pousada 

Dos Monteiros (www.pousadadosmonteiros.com.br) that caters to guests and tour groups.  

The ranch is located in the upper Paraguay River basin in the worldôs largest wetlands area - 

the Pantanal ï which straddles Brazilôs border with Bolivia and Paraguay.  The Monteiro 

family operates Fazendas São Roque and São João, totaling over 20,000 hectares. 

 

Among the other stops were an Embrapa federal beef cattle research center and a high-tech 

cattle seedstock operation.  One of Embrapaôs major goals is to increase forage productivity, 

develop crossbreeding systems, and eradicate foot-and-mouth disease (FMD). 

ñIn some ways, visiting this region is like going to another planet,ò says Eric Moore. ñThe differences in climate, grasses, cattle, 

and production systems are that extreme.ò However, he says in some ways itôs like being in any small town in rural America. 

ñSome ranchers sit on mounds of old family money, some barely scratch by.  Some are good operators, some places look like a 

dump.  Farmers get together and gripe about the weather, the packers, and the government.ò 

 

Plans are already underway for a 2010 Beef Study Tour in Argentina and Brazil tentatively set for Feb 2-15.  Keep watching the 

BQA website (www.mtbqa.org) for more information. 

 

 

BQA and Beef Magazineôs 2009 Beef Study Tour - Focus Brazil   

Beef Quality Assurance (www.mtbqa.org) is a pre-harvest supply chain management concept that ensures 

domestic and international beef consumers enjoy ready access to a safe, wholesome and healthy beef sup-

ply.  BQA links beef producers with livestock production specialists, veterinarians, nutritionists, market-

ers, animal health companies and food purveyors interested in improving the quality of beef produced in 

the U.S. 

 

In Montana, BQA programs are administered through the MSU Animal and Range Sciences Department 

and Montana Beef Network by Clint Peck, Mo Harbac and Dr. John Paterson.  BQA programming is available to all cattle pro-

ducers in Montana. The Montana Stockgrowers Association helps direct BQA programming throughout the state. 

Clint Peck, BQA 

Director 

Gaucha Cari Giem in Brazil 

J. O. Miller at Fazenda S�mo Jo�mo 

http://www.brazilianliaison.com
http://www.pousadadosmonteiros.com.br
http://www.mtbqa.org
http://www.mtbqa.org

