ANIMAL & RANGE SCIEN CES
NEWSLETTER

Volume 2, Issue 2 April 2009

Introduction from Bret Olson, Interim Department Head

B Within a year and half, the Animal and Range Sciences Department will move into the new Anima
| science Building, thanks to the generous support of individuals, groups, corporations and two app
tions from the Montana Legislature. The se

While we |l ook to the future, I thought we s

mal and Range Sciences Department is almost as old as Montana State University, which began

In 1898, Robert S. Shaw served as the first professor of agriculture and instructor in dairy husban

F.B. Linfield, for whom Linfield Hall was named, was a professor of animal husbandry (dairy) from
19021903 before he became Director of the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station. The Animal Husbandry Depart
was formed in 1929 and headed by Louis Vinke until 1932 when he was replaced by D\

and Range Management. At the same time, a Department of Poultry Science was ac| {

the College of Agriculture. In 1960 the Departments of Dairy Science, Poultry Scienc

Animal Industry and Range Management were combined into the Animal and Range |

ences Department. Fred S. Willson continued as head of this combined Department

1966 Dr. Robert L. Blackwell was head of the Department from 1966 to 1980. Dr. Ar

Linton was head of the Department from 1980 to 1990. The Department has had a sbie§ 6 Fri si nads AH
interim and permanent Department heads since 1990. (see pg. 4). (Margaret Frisina photo)

In the fall of 2007, | formed an Animal and Range Sciences Advisory Committee to provide advice and help guide the
Department (Beef, Sheep, Equine, Range/Natural Resources) into the future. Current members are Diana Alkire (Boz
Kurt Alt (Bozeman), Taylor Brown (Billings), Dewey Emmett (Columbus), Jim Hagenbarth (Dillon), Bob Hanson (White
fur Springs), John Helle (Dillon), Dave Kelsey (Molt), Barbara Land@ibons (Dillon), Bob Lee (Judith Gap), Betty Samj
sel (Stanford), Vinita Shea (Lewistown), Carol Sparks (Plevna), Keith Stevenson (Hobson), Turk Stovall (Huntley) and
Tunby (Baker). Besides providing advice, these individuals are also our eyes and ears throughout Montana. Our next
will be in early June. Contact one of them if you would like to provide feedback about our Depaittaentlirectly | have
an operdoor policy and encourage you to visit the Department and myself. | can be reache8@43081 or by Email at
bolson@montana.edu.
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Dr. Rodney Kott Awarded Prestigious American Sheep Industry
Flock Guardian Award

| awards luncheon on January 23, 2009 at the American Sheep Industry Associati
(ASIl)/National Lamb Feeders Association (NLFA) Convention in San Diego, Cali
nia. Dr. Rodney Kott, Professor of Animal Sciences and Sheep Extension Speci

i A

Dr. Rodney Kott accepting his
award from Burdell Johnson,
ASI Past President

to the sheep industry.

The Flock Guardian Award recognizes outstanding management of resources to enhance flock managems
award may be given to a producer or industry professional who works directly with producers and who has
adapted innovative management techniques with positive benefits in the areas cf .
ing, controlling predators, or managing watersheds. Nominees should be dedi

resource management and committed to teaching sheep producers new techniqg

management to preserve resources or improve flock management.

One of his nominators, Dr. Douglas Steele, Vice Provost and Director of Monta
State University Extension, said Dr. Kott has the unique ability to take redmset
knowledge and put it to practical use for sheep producers in Montana and the

Other News

Dr. Jim Berardinelli was appointed to serve on the-peeew panel for the USDASREES Agri-
culture & Food Research Initiative (AFRI) Animal Reproduction Program.

Dr. Jane Ann Boles was elected secretary of the Muscle Foods Division of the Institute of Foo
Technologists (IFT) in association with The Society of Food Science & Technology.

Thomas Bass, Extension Livestock Environmental Associate Specialist, was elected to office
Montana State Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS). Tommy will seryiée
Presidenelect for a two year term, and then assume the presidency for 2011 and 2012. As pi€si-
dent elect, he will be the Montana delegate at the annual international meeting of SWCS this
mer. Tommy is also serving on the planning committee for that conference and wihbstiog a
sustainable agriculture symposium.

Rachel Frost, Range Research Scientist & Extension Associate, is thelebbaf the newly
formed Targeted Grazing Committee for the Society for Range Management.
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he Montana Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) Program

Beef Quality Assurancenfvw.mtbga.org is a preharvest supply chain management concept that ensures

domestic and international beef consumers enjoy ready access to a safe, wholesome and healthy beef sup-

ply. BQA links beef producers with livestock production specialists, veterinarians, nutritionists, market-

ers, animal health companies and food purveyors interested in improving the quality of beef produced in

the U.S. Clint Peck, BQA
Director

In Montana, BQA programs are administered through the MSU Animal and Range Sciences Department

and Montana Beef Network by Clint Peck, Mo Harbac and Dr. John Paterson. BQA programming is available to all ca

ducers in Montana. The Montana Stockgrowers Association helps direct BQA programming throughout the state.

BQA and Beef Magazineos -RuSBaziBe e f

The BQA program and Beef Magazineltosted the 2009 Beef Study Tour focusing on beef cattle production systems-in
central Brazil. The Montana participants were J.O. Miller and Diana Scollard, Absarokee; Bill Pelton, Billings; Sig Pug
Winnett; Eric and Lea Moore, Miles City and MSU student Cari Giem of Three Forks.

S Clint Peck, Billings, director of BQA in Montana hosted the tiohis ninth such trip in the
@ past 10 years. Ailn todayods global mar

i s up to and how theydre doing it,
beef producers around the U.S. the
assess their strengths and weaknesses

Peck and travel coordinator Renata Stephens of Brazilian Liaisew.razilianliaison.com

led the tour January 1%, 2009. Stephens is a Brazilian native with extensive experienge i

South American excursions.
Gaucha Cari Giem in Brazil

With the wor |l doaboutlaldngleorstotal daeBfazil teads global beef
exports. But interestingly, the U.S. with 96 million head of total cattle, is the global leader in beef prodoctidistarcing
Brazil by about 50% annually. The difference is productivity. For example, age at first conception in Bra2i ism@6ths
compared with the U.S. at about-18 months. The average harvest age in Brazili42fhonths with a 53% dressing rate,
compared with 180 months and 63% in the U.S.

Brazil s beef her dazestyp8Bodindiebreed: €his grlatdidet braed can survive the heat, solal
intensity, humidity and parasites typical of tropical environments.

Tour highlights included a twoight stay at a working family ranching operati®tousada

Dos Monteiros \((\ww.pousadadosmonteiros.con).that caters to guests and tour groups.

The ranch is |l ocated in the upper Par-aguay River basi
the Pantanalwhi ch straddles Brazil s border with Bolivia a
family operates Fazendas Sao Roque and Sao Joao, totaling over 20,000 hectares.

Among the other stops were an Embrapa federal beef cattle research center artdchhigh

cattle seedstock operation. One of Emb a0 ma j_o.r

develop crossbreeding systems, and eradicateafubinouth disease (FMD). 3. 8 Riferat FazéiGalsa s6r0
iln some ways, Vvisiting this region is |ike goi ng cdtle
and production systems are that extreme.d However, haé
iSome ranchers sit on mounds of old family money, so
dump. Farmers get together and gripe about the weat

Plans are already underway for a 2010 Beef Study Tour in Argentina and Brazil tentatively set faSFdbe2p watching the
BQA website (vww.mtbga.org for more information.
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