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I canôt believe it has already been a year at my new position.  I certainly have had a steep 

learning curve on the ins and outs of Montana State University, as well as the State of 

Montana and what is happening in the department.   We continue to have the best Animal 

and Range Science Department in the West and are building on our successes. 

 

We have been talking about new positions and it has now come to fruition.  Search com-

mittees have been formed and we will soon be scheduling interviews for candidates for 

the positions.  The positions that we are recruiting include a quantitative or physiological 

geneticist, a ruminal and/or gastrointestinal microbiologist, and a plant ecologist.  All 

three candidates will work in the area of ñimproving grazing managementò focus that was 

identified by Animal and Range Science faculty as a focus area needed for the state.  We will post the interview 

schedules on our website and if you have a chance to participate in the interviews, we would appreciate your input. 

 

As usual, we are highlighting the latest news from our department in this newsletter.  It is amazing how much we 

have going on at any one time.   It is a tribute to the efforts of our faculty that one of our own was awarded the 

Western Section American Society of Animal Science Distinguished Service award.  This is the highest recogni-

tion that the sections gives each year.  Dr. John Paterson was the recipient this year and please congratulate John 

when you get a chance. 

 

I continue to try to get out and meet as many of you as possible.  We did take a departmental tour of southeastern 

Montana this year and look forward to getting out to other parts of the state in the future.  I have also visited sever-

al producers in the state and look forward to getting out more this fall.  

 

One item that we would like to include in this newsletter in the future is updates on what is happening with depart-

mental alumni.   We will start trying to contact alumni and include this information in future correspondence.  If 

you are alumni and would like to contact us, please contact myself at glenn.duff@montana.edu or Susan Cooper at 

scooper@montana.edu. 

 

Please stop by and see us if you are in Bozeman.  All of you are why we are what we are. 

mailto:glenn.duff@montana.edu
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Awards, Publications & Presentations 

New publication:  Keigley, R.B. and  M.R. Frisina.  2011.  

Process to Monitor and Manage Ungulate Browsing Pressure.  

Natural Resources and Environmental Issues:  Vol.16, Article 

29.  http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/nrei/vol16/iss1/29.  

 

New publication:  Thompson, W.H., P.L. Hansen, and M.R.  

Frisina.  2011.  Landscape Level Habitat Survey of Mule 

Deer Winter Range in Eastern Montana.  Natural Resources 

and Environmental Issues:  Vol.16, Article 2.  http://

digitalcommons.usu.edu/nrei/vol16/iss1/28.  

 

John Paterson received 

the Western Section 

American Society of 

Animal Science  

(WSASAS) Distin-

guished Service Award 

at the WSASAS meeting 

in Miles City, MT.  The 

award is the highest 

award that Western Sec-

tion gives and is in 

recognition for Johnôs 

service to the beef indus-

try.  Congratulations 

John! 

 

 

 

 

At the recent WSASAS meeting, 

two of Dr. John Patersonôs graduate 

students were selected to give oral 

presentations on their research.   

 

Tess Norvell, originally from Colo-

rado, presented on ñThe Effects of 

Supplemental magnesium on Min-

eral Consumption and Feeding Behavior by Primiparous Beef 

Heifers.ò  Tess completed her studies and graduated in 

May.  She is employed by the USDA and is working in Ama-

rillo, TX..   

 

Liz Read, originally from UTAH, 

gave a presentation on 

ñComparison of Protein Source and 

Copper Source on Bioavailability in 

Rainbow Troutñ.   Liz spent the 

summer working at Fort 

Keogh  working for Dr. Mark Pe-

tersen on a water sampling project. 

 

Rachel Endecott also presented a paper at the WSASAS 

meeting.  Rachel presented ñFeedlot Performance and Carcass 

Characteristics of Calves from Dams with Different Levels of 

Winter Supplementation Developed With or Without Feed 

Restriction During the Postweaning Period.ò  Authors are R.L. 

Endecott, B.L. Shipp, M.D. MacNeil, L.J. Alexander and A.J. 

Roberts.  All co-authors are with the USDA-ARS at Fort 

Keogh in Miles City, MT. 

Where Has Glenn Been??  

Listed below are some of the places Glenn Duff, Department Head, has visited since the last newsletter: 

 

April 2011: 

Collegiate Cattle Growers (Tucson, AZ) 

 

May 2011: 

Tour of Eastern Montana (Billings, Miles City, Broadus, Ekalaka, and Baker) 

 

June 2011: 

Western Section American Society of Animal Science Mtg. (Miles City, MT) 

Woolgrowers Campout (Norris, MT) 

Northern Ag Research Center Field Day (Havre, MT) 

Western Triangle Ag Research Center Field day (Conrad, MT) 

 

July 2011: 

Central Ag Research Center Field Day (Moccasin, MT) 

Joint Annual Meeting (JAM) between the American Dairy Science AssociationÈ (ADSAÈ) and the American Society of Ani-

mal Science (ASAS) (New Orleans, LA) 

Prickly Pear Ranch (Helena, MT) 

John Paterson (left) receives the Distin-

guished Service Award from Denny Crews, 

president of WSASAS. 

Tess Norvell 

Liz Read 
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Administrative Team Highlight:  Evelyn Norman and Sara 
Lawson 

If you have ever called or stopped by the Animal and Range Sciences Departmentôs Main Office you may have had the pleas-

ure of talking to Evelyn or Sara.  Both Evelyn and Sara are student employees of our Department and are part of our Adminis-

trative Team.  We appreciate their hard work and friendly smiles that they bring to their jobs everyday.  It is truly a pleasure 

working with these two MSU students. 

 

 

A little bit about Evelyn:   

 

I grew up in the small town of "Anza" in Southern CA. My family and I moved 

to Bozeman, MT about 5 years so my siblings and I could attend MSU. I was 

homeschooled all the way through high school and began college at MSU in the 

Fall of 2006. I am currently in my fifth year studying Music, Business Manage-

ment and a minor in Spanish. I have been playing the violin for about 8 years and 

am currently studying under Angella Ahn from the Ahn trio and plan to complete 

my music degree this coming year. I enjoy many styles of music such as classical 

and Irish but I especially enjoy worshiping and improvising. During my time at 

MSU, I had the incredible opportunity to go to South East Asia with the MSU Symphony Orchestra in the Summer of 2009. 

Our trip consisted of one week in Vietnam, one week in Thailand and another in Singapore. It was a very memorable trip be-

cause we had the privilege of playing with a variety of universities and people. We were able to see so many beautiful and 

unforgettable places and make some new friends. 

 

I began working in the Animal and Range Department in January of 2008. I have learned so much while working here and 

have enjoyed the many new experiences I have had over the years. Whenever I tell people that I work for the Animal and 

Range Sciences Department, I usually get a confused look because my degree is unrelated to animal and range sciences but I 

find that working here is such a fun contrast from the music and business world. I am so thankful for my job and for the peo-

ple that I work with at the Animal and Range Sciences Dept.  

 

A little bit about Sara: 

 

I am from Melstone, MT, and I chose to attend MSU because of the agriculture program that it offered.  I will be starting my 

sophomore year, here at MSU, this coming fall.  I chose Ag Business as my first major because I love business, math, and 

agriculture, so there couldnôt be a better way to mix the three together.  Recently, I have decided to double major with a Mar-

keting degree.  After graduation from college, I plan on starting a career as a loan officer with a farm service agency.  

 

Some of the things I am involved with in college include the MSU Polo Club and Ag 

Ambassadors.  I also participate in Service Saturdays and volunteer at Eagle Mount 

Equestrian Center.  This past spring, I had the opportunity to volunteer with riders who 

were competing in the Montana Special Olympics Equestrian State Games.  

 

For recreation I enjoy working with my horses, Snickers and Teton, and hiking with 

my dog, Trigger.  I also enjoy boating and water skiing in the summer, and skiing at 

Bridger Bowl in the winter.  This summer, I started playing Cowboy Polo for the Gal-

latin Cowboy Polo Team. We travel to different tournaments throughout the summer, 

and compete with other teams from around the state.  I play on my 11-year-old horse, 

Snickers, who seems to enjoy the sport just as much as I do!   

 

I started working in the Animal and Range Sciences Department in the fall of 2010.  

The best part about working in the main office is meeting and working with all of the 

wonderful people, and my favorite task is making PowerPoint presentations for differ-

ent events or displays.  
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Montana Wool Grower Camp Out at Red Bluff Research Ranch 
(Norris, MT) 

Montana State University hosted the annual Montana Wool Growers Campout on 

June 24-26 at the Red Bluff Research Ranch located near Norris, Montana.   The To-

bacco Root Mountains provided a scenic backdrop and the weather was very mild 

with NO wind!  It was the greenest year we have seen at Red Bluff.  The camp site 

was at the Owenôs place on the ranch.  

 

Dr. Rodney Kott provided a guided tour of the Red Bluff Ranch and an update on 

MSUôs sheep program.  Red Bluff is located along the west side of the Madison Riv-

er. The ranch occupies most of the once thriving late 19th-early 20th century gold 

mining community, which at its peak of activity, may have had a population of ap-

proximately 3,000.  Red Bluff 

(previously known as the Rowe Brothers Ranch) was purchased for $164,000 

($16.83 per acre).  The total acreage was 9,746.  There are approximately 170 

head of cattle and 900 head of Rambouillet, Targhee, and Columbia sheep 

maintained on a year-round basis. Rodney summarized 30 years of sheep re-

search conducted by Dr. Van Horn 

and Dr. Thomas.  This research has 

been instrumental in providing winter 

supplementation and lamb survival 

recommendations to Montana sheep 

producers for many years. 

 

Saturday featured two wonderful barbequed lamb meals from our chef, Dave McEw-

an.  There was no shortage of food! The campout was certainly a great gathering of 

friends.   MSU Animal and Range Sciences, Rodney and Lisa thank all who attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving sheep recently at Ft. Ellis not only included student workers, but faculty also 

helped out.  Pictured left to right:  1) Megan Scherting (MSU Student), Glenn Duff 

(Animal & Range Sciences Dept. Head), Pat Hatfield (Professor, Animal & Range 

Sciences)  2)  Pat, Glenn and Bob Brekke (College of Ag, Animal Operations Mgr.)  

3) Megan and Jillian Hatfield (MSU Student) working hard and 4) Pat moving sheep. 

All in a Dayôs Work! 


