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As I reflect back on how far we have come during the last 9 months, sometimes it seems like 

Donna and I have been here a lot longer.  We have found everyone  welcoming as we travel the 

state getting to know the people and the lay of the land.  We are both looking forward to getting 

out this summer to various parts of the state.  There are several stories in this edition that illustrate 

why MSU Animal and Range Sciences Department is in many ways, already the premiere animal 

and range sciences department in the Western U.S.  

 

Our first trip this spring will be with faculty and staff.  Our first annual ñBringing MSU to Youò 

tour will take us to Southeastern Montana.  Our goal is to put a face with our department and head  

to different locations in Montana each year.  Our agenda (found at: http://www.montana.edu/cpa/

news/nwview.php?article=9823 ).  Briefly, we will be meeting with producers, potential students 

and the public in Eastern Montana.  We realize this is a busy time of the year and many places are 

just now thawing out, but we believe it is important that your MSU and Department of Animal and Range Sciences gets out 

to talk about our programs. 

 

The Department of Animal and Range Sciences finished the year off 

with a reception for our graduates in the commons area of the Animal 

Bioscience Building.  We continue to believe our teaching program is 

second to none.  We are, in fact, looking at revamping the curriculum to 

provide the latest information to prepare students to be successful in 

their chosen careers.  We offer hands on training opportunities as the 

cornerstone curriculum of our department.  Many land-grant institutions 

in the Western U.S. are losing these opportunities, which again makes 

our program unique to the region.  In addition to our hands on experi-

ence, our regional proximity to natural resources is what sets us apart.    

We have and will continue to focus our efforts on improving livestock 

production and rangeland resources.  We will soon be recruiting three 

new faculty positions to help fulfill our vision and we are looking at a 

cluster hire to help answer questions to maximize production in grazing livestock.  The first position will be a geneticist.  

Given the success and importance of the seedstock industry in Montana, this person will be able to utilize lines of cattle or 

sheep that have been selected for high and low reproductive efficiency to improve health and performance of ruminants.  We 

will also be looking for a ruminal and/or gastrointestinal tract microbiologist that will look at changes in the mircrobiome due 

to changing environmental conditions.  The third position will be a range scientist that has an interest in changing plant ecol-

ogy due to changing environmental or stress conditions.  All three individuals will complement an already established facul-

ty. 

 

Other stories in this edition highlight some of our unique programs.  Thank you for continuing to support our program and 

please stop by to see us when you are in Bozeman.   Remember Montana State University is your university. 

C:/Users/susan.cooper1/Documents/Glenn/Faculty Staff Tour/May 2011/MSU to YOU May 16-18 2011.pdf
http://www.montana.edu/cpa/news/nwview.php?article=9823
http://www.montana.edu/cpa/news/nwview.php?article=9823
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2011 Montana Wool Harvesting School at Red Bluff Research 
Ranch 

The 2011 Montana Wool Harvesting School (better known 

as the Shearing School) was held March 12-14 (beginner) 

and March 15-16 (advanced) at the Red Bluff Research 

Ranch.  A class of 18 were enrolled in the first segment of 

the school to learn the basics of how to shear sheep.  Seven 

students received advanced training in the second school.  

Instructors Jim Moore, Sheep Institute Agent and Mike 

Schuldt, Blaine County Extension Agent, led the class, 

with assistance from Wade Kopren, Ralph McWilliams 

and  Brent Roeder.  Others who helped were Dr. Rodney 

Kott, Dr. Lisa Surber, 

KC Davis, Erick 

Stedje, Erin Nix, Dev-

on Powell, Hayes 

Goosey and others. 

 

Wool Harvesting school participants learn to shear sheep using the methods 

taught by instructors trained through the New Zealand TECTRA Training Pro-

gram.  The school offers a three day hands-on beginner course, and a three day 

advanced course jointly sponsored by the Montana Department of Agriculture 

Growth Through Agriculture Program, Montana Woolgrowers Association and 

the Montana State University Cooperative Extension.  Some who attended the 

class were sheep owners who wanted to learn how to shear their own flocks. 

Others wanted to learn the trade and be able to shear as a source of income.  

But whatever the reason for coming, most left with a new appreciation for the 

physical exertion involved in the process.   

 

This outreach event is held annually with dates coinciding with the scheduled 

shearing of sheep owned by MSU.  This makes it a win-win situation, combin-

ing education with production needs.  Anyone interested in attending next 

yearôs class (held mid-March, 2012) should contact Peggy Kelley at (406) 994-

3415 or kelley@montana.edu. 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 

On of the participants, Linda 

Poole, had this to say about 

the school: 
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